
Fr. Luke Douglas Buckles, OP 
Curriculum vitae   

 
I. Personal History 
 
Birth    22 April 1949 
    Des Moines, Iowa,  USA 
 
Religious life, Ordination 17 march 1978  ordination to the priesthood 
    15 September 1973 first profession of vows 
    8 September 1972    entrance into the novitiate of  
       the Order of Preacher 
         
II. Education 
    June 1985  Doctor of Sacred Theology 
       Pontifical University of 
       St. Thomas Aquinas, Rome 
       The Kenosis of Christ in Relation 
       to the Incarnation, Eucharist, 
       and Priesthood in the Writings 
       of St. Catherine of Siena 
 
    January 1983  Licentiate in Sacred Theology 
       Pontifical University of 
       St. Thomas Aquinas, Rome 
 
    September 1981 Master of Arts in Theology 
       Graduate Theological Union,    
       Berkeley, California 
 
    June 1979  Master of Divinity 
       Dominican School of Philosophy 
       and Theology 
       Berkeley, California 
 
    June 1975  Bachelor of Arts in Philosophy 
       St. Albert’s College, 
       Oakland, California 
 
    June 1972  Bachelor of Arts, Anthropology and 
       Psychology 
       University of California, San Diego 
 
 
 



III. Teaching Experience 
 
Pontifical University of St. Thomas Aquinas, Rome  2006 –present, full-time  
          2003 – 2006 (each spring   
        semester)    
 
Dominican School of Philosophy and Theology  from 2002-2005 (each fall   
        semester)     
        1985-2002 full time 
 
St. Patrick’s Seminary, adjunct professor    2002-2003 
Archdiocese of San Francisco  
   
Formation Program, Western Dominican Province  1985-1990 and 2002-2005 
 
Pontifical Theological Faculty, Washington DC  fall semester 2001 
Dominican House of Studies 
 
Queen of the Most Holy Rosary College   September 1979-June 1981 
 
IV. Other Service and Ministry 
 
Rector, Convitto Internazionale S. Tommaso   October 2008 - present 
   D’Aquino, Rome 
 
Retreats and Spiritual Ministries Scots Pontifical College, Rome 

External Confessor 2012-2018 
 
         Scots Pontifical College, Rome 
 Preached Retreat December 

2008, 2015     
      

        Corpus Christi  Monastery 
        Archdiocese of San Francisco  
        September 2015 
         
        Monastery of the Angeles 
        Archdiocese of Los Angeles 
        July 2014,  July 2015 
 
      
        Venerable English College   
        Preached Retreat March 2009  
       
         
              



Chaplain, English speaking students    since 2003 each spring 
Pontifical University of St. Thomas Aquinas, Rome  both semester 2006-2008 
 
Chaplain, Catholic Retrouvaille Community   October 1994 to present 
 
Vice-Chancellor,      June 1990 – June 1999 
Dominican School of Philosophy and Theology 
 
Board of Governors, Board of Trustees   June 1990 – June 1999 
Dominican School of Philosophy and Theology 
 
Regent of Studies  (two terms)    June 1990 – June 1999  
Western Dominican Province 
 
Senate of Priests, Diocese of Oakland   September 1992- June 1995 
 
 
Spiritual Director, Regular Confessor   September 1992- June 2006 
Dominican Nuns, Corpus Christi Monastery 
Archdiocese of San Francisco,   
Carmelite Nuns, Diocese of Oakland, California 
 
Preached Priests’ Retreats: Archdiocese of San Francisco, Diocese of: Fresno, Diocese of 
Oakland, Diocese of Stockton, California 
 
Summer University Chaplaincy and Parochial Ministry 1985 to present: Arizona State 
University; Blessed Sacrament Parish, Seattle, Washington; Holy Family Cathedral, Anchorage, 
Alaska, Most Holy Trinity Church, Phoenix, University of Arizona, University of Utah, 
All Hallows Catholic Church, La Jolla California, Ascension Catholic Church, San Diego, CA    
 
V. Publications 
 
Buckles, Luke OP. “Discovering Mary: Her Life as Steps in Faith and Hope” in 
The Venerabile, Vol. XXXIV, No. 4, p. 37-41, 2011. 
 
Buckles, Luke OP. “Sacraments and Human Fragility”  in Petrus Borne Zentrum: Spirituality      
and Culture  Human Fragility: An Interdisciplinary Question. Ed. Albert Bagood, Dudweiler, 
Germany: Pirrot-Verlag, p. 29 -37.  2010. 
 
Buckles, Luke  OP. “Naming the Nails: On the Pain of Injustice and the Gift of Compassion” in  
L’Osservatore  Romano,  number 11 (2136,) Wednesday, 17 March 2010. p. 15  
 
Buckles, Luke  OP. “Christ Seeks Us First” in  L’Osservatore  Romano,  number 51/52 (2125), 
Wednesday,  23/30 December 2009. p. 22. 
 
 



VI. Courses Offered at the Angelicum 
 
sP 1993 Christian Anthropology 
 
sP 2980 Catherine of Siena, Ignatius of Loyola: Reason and Faith 
 
 
sS 2986 Christian Ways of Prayer 
 
sP 2981 Dominicans of the 15th and 16th Century: Mystics, Martyrs, Missionaries 

                    and Prophets 
 
sS 2971 Dominican Spirituality 
 
TE  2117 The Eucharist 
 
sP 1992 History of Spirituality: Part I: Early Monasticism to the High Middle Ages 
  
sP 2518 History of Spirituality, Part II: Renaissance to Post-Vatican II 
 
TE 1380 Mariology 
 
TE 1400 The Mystery of the Living God (Holy Trinity, Part I) 
 
TE 2372 The Mystery of the Living God (Holy Trinity, Part II) 
 
sS 2116 Mysticism of Redemptive Suffering 
 
TE 2547 Pneumatology 
 
TO 2106 Prayer and Providence in St. Thomas 
 
sS 1997 Prayer in the Teachings of St. Thomas Aquinas    
              and St. Catherine of Siena 
 
sS 1136 Readings in St. Augustine and St. Catherine of Siena 
 
sS 2144 Rhineland Dominican Mystics 
 
sS 2116 Roman Catholic Buddhist Dialogue 
 
sP 2110 Sacred Banquet: Eucharistic Spirituality of St. Thomas Aquinas 
 
sS 2738 Sacrifice and Presence in the Eucharist      
 
sS 2776 Spirituality of St. Augustine 



 
sS 2129 Spirituality of the Eucharist 
 
sS 2104 Spirituality of the Priesthood 
 
sP 2111 Spirituality of the Sacraments in the Writings of St. Thomas Aquinas 
 
sS 2104 Spirituality of the Sacraments of Healing 
 
sP 2969 Theology of the Priesthood 
 
sP 2126 Wisdom for the Journey: Models of Spiritual Direction 
 
VII. Courses offered in the Dominican School of Philosophy and Theology at 
the Graduate Theological Union, Berkeley, California 
 
The Sacraments: History, Theology, and Spirituality 
 
The Celebration of the Sacraments (practicum) 
 
Confessional Ministry (practicum) 
 
History of Catholic Spirituality 
 
Mariology 
 
St. John of the Cross 
 
St. Teresa of Avila 
 
Theological Virtues 
 
Theology of the Priesthood 
 
The Thought and Spirituality of Thomas Merton 
 
 


